
 
Women’s Justice Network launches in the ACT 

  
The Women’s Justice Network (WJN) is proud to announce that we have officially arrived in 
the ACT bringing with us our proven, trauma-informed Mentoring Program to support 
women and girls rebuilding their lives after prison. This is the first program of its kind in the 
ACT. 
. 
Dr Marisa Paterson MLA will officially launch WJN in the ACT on Thursday 11 September in 
Canberra. 
  
Other guest speakers include Louise Morris from Morris Legal Group who will discuss how 
Muay Thai training is being used as rehabilitation and addressing the stigma of criminalised 
people in Thailand. Fran Drake, a member of WJN’s Advisory Panel will speak of her 
personal experience of the criminal law system, and the importance of mentoring. 
 
“We are excited to be launching in the ACT. By taking a holistic approach to case 
management, providing mentoring and advocacy and with a 93% record of preventing 
recidivism we know our programs work but funding is tight and we need ongoing long term 
financial support to expand and continue our programs  ” said  Gloria Larman, CEO of 
WJN.” 
  
WJN makes a real difference: Our mentoring program is already changing lives inside and 
outside the Alexander Maconochie Centre. With the support of the ACT government and 
our dedicated volunteer mentors, we walk alongside women as they reconnect with the 
community, regain their sense of self and reclaim their stories. 
  
We are currently funded to support 8  women in the ACT but we know there are over 200  
women who cycle through custody and/or who are on community based orders who also 
would like to have a mentor. Financial donations enable us to build on over a decade of 
impact in NSW and replicate that success in the ACT to create a difference in the lives of 
women after incarceration. 
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The Women’s Justice Network (WJN) is a Not-for-Profit that provides gender-responsive, 
trauma-informed support to women affected by the criminal law system, helping them 
rebuild their lives and create brighter futures. WJN addresses the systemic challenges 
criminalised women face through advocacy, and individually through practical assistance, 
mentoring, and leadership development. 
 
The organisation is led by a diverse Board with expertise in governance, risk management, 
financial, legal, First Nations representation. WJN’s Advisory Panel of women with lived 
experience of prison provide guidance and make recommendations to the WJN Board of 
Directors regarding the policies, practices, services and emerging needs of women and girls 
affected by the criminal law system or at risk of the criminal law system. WJN has a small 
team of staff (including women with lived experience) and over 60 trained volunteer mentors 
who work together to support women pre, during and post custody.  
 
At the heart of WJN’s work is their Mentoring Program, a powerful one-on-one connection 
that empowers women and girls to overcome life’s challenges and avoid incarceration. 
Mentors act as positive role models, helping women build confidence, resilience, and 
direction while discovering their own solutions. This flexible, client-centred approach equips 
women with skills, social support, and hope, enabling them to make positive choices and 
become strong, contributing members of their communities. 
 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


